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Bishop Martin made his final visit to Saint Columba, Gruline, on Sunday 23rd August, when we kept 
the Feast of Saint Bartholomew (albeit a day early).  To celebrate this occasion a member of our 
congregation wrote a hymn in grateful thanks for all that he has done for us. 
 
David Fuller explained this to the congregation, as follows: 
 
 
 
At the conclusion of this service Bishop Martin is to confer singular honours on both Margaret 
Parker and I, about which you will hear more later.  Aware this was to happen I spent much time 
wondering how I could thank him and repay him for his kindness.  Knowing of his love of music and 
his devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, I decided to write a hymn for this his final service in our 
church.  I have called the hymn Regina Coeli, Queen of Heaven, and I dedicate it to him, to his 
episcopate and to the diocese that he has faithfully served for these last five years. 
 
Alison Bartholomew, who cannot be here today, added harmony to a melody that I was able to 
convey to her and the result is a tune that I have called Argyll & The Isles.  I offer my heartfelt 
thanks for Alison for turning my scribblings into meaningful music. 
 
As only a handful of people in this church have ever heard the tune, I shall ask Anne to play it 
through in full for us.  But first, let me present a copy to Bishop Martin.  I hope he will accept it with 
our grateful thanks and our appreciation. 
 
 
Right Reverend Father in God, please accept this hymn, Regina Coeli, as a small gesture of our 
thanks for all that you have done for us and meant to us as our bishop. 
 
 
 
 
 At the end of the service Bishop 
Martin conferred Lay Reader status 
on Margaret Parker and made David 
Fuller Lay Chaplain. 
 
Following these ceremonies Bishop 
Martin consecrated an extension to 
the graveyard, a triangle of land 
adjacent to the church that had been 
gifted some years ago. 
 
Here Bishop Martin is seen in the 
churchyard with Margaret and 
David, both wearing their new 
Reader’s preaching scarves. 

Below is the hymn Regina Coeli, presented to the Bishop 



 

 


